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Consortium



Aims

• Develop a comprehensive tool (VLE) so that people with special needs may 
learn and communicate in a foreign language autonomously

• Create guidelines for teachers, ICT companies and software developers

Background

• Common European Framework of Reference for Languages (CEFR)

• Universal Design for Learning Framework (UDL)



CEFR

UDL

• improve and optimize teaching and learning for all people based on scientific 
insights into how humans learn

• proficiency level set 
for resources



UDL guidelines



Outputs

• A VLE based on sequenced learning and UDL (Sep’17 – Sep’18)

• Pedagogical resources and guidelines to help teachers/trainers adapt their 
language learning courses to students with special needs (Oct’18 – Oct’19)

• Technical guidelines on UDL for ICT companies and software developers (Oct’18 
– Oct’19)

Learning activities

• 5-day training with 15 students with special needs (Oct’19) 

• 3-day training with 15 ICT companies, software developers and language 
teachers (Oct’19) 



What has been done so far?

• Definition of target users
• adults with sensory disability such as visual and hearing impairment
• adults with physical disability who use support products
• adults with mild developmental disability with high cognitive functioning
• adults with autism with high cognitive functioning patterns

• Content for A1 proficiency level decided 

• Literature review on:
• how English is taught for target users in each country, spec. in VLEs
• political guidelines



More about the project

• http://en-abilities.eu

• https://www.facebook.com/enabilities/

• https://twitter.com/EnAbilities

jaimeribeiro@ua.pt  |  mlucas@ua.pt |  moreira@ua.pt


