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Language battles: Informal learning & Spanish-speaking variation 

on YouTube  
 

We present a pedagogical proposal for Spanish variation based on two dialect challenges on YouTube. We compiled 

a corpus of 61 videos in which lexical units are contrasted (language battle) or predicted (word challenge) in 19 

Spanish-speaking countries. As a general rule, both the youtubers and the commentators demonstrate a posture of 

contact between language varieties that arises spontaneously in the digital world, in which the global aspect of the 

language is valued in the same way as its local aspect. These informal practices stimulate users' plurilingual 

competence, demonstrate informal learning strategies and, additionally, generate useful content in formal learning 

contexts. Finally, we will present some results of conducted classroom applications.  
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Nicolás is a researcher and teacher at Universitat Pompeu Fabra. He counts on a 

Bachelor in Translation and a Master’s in Languages and Technology. Currently, he is 

developing his PhD thesis, under the guidance of Dr. Cassany, about video-based 

Spanish varieties learning and teaching. 
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